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Rob Parnell is owner and founder of the Easy Walytite, an Internet company
established in 2002 dedicated to providing excellen
writing resources to writers of any proficiencyrfrahe
beginner to the seasoned pro. The Easy Way to Write
provides books and courses designed to help authors
with everything from self-motivation and practical
writing solutions to selling their work.

Rob also owns the Australian Writing Academy, an
offline correspondence school.

You can sign up to free writing courses and newsigtherewww.easywaytowrite.com

Easy Way to Write resources include:

The Easy Way to Write a Novel
http://www.easywaytowrite.com/novel.html

The Easy Way to Write Short Stories That Sell
http://www.easywaytowrite.com/sstories.html

The Easy Way to Write Romance
http://www.easywaytowrite.com/romance.html

The Easy Way to Write Thrillers
http://www.easywaytowrite.com/thriller.html

The Easy Way to Write Screenplays That Sell
http://easywaytowrite.com/screenplay ebook.html

The Easy Way to Write Fantasy Fiction
http://easywaytowrite.com/Fantasy Course.html

The Easy Way to Write Your Own Autobiography
http://easywaytowrite.com/autobiography writing.htm

Fiction 101 - The Ultimate Novel Writing Masterctas
http://easywaytowrite.com/writing_success_assutat.h

Easy Cash Writing
http://easywaytowrite.com/easycash.html
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Introduction to the Life

In this new series from Rob Parnell, we'll be lowkat the idea that the more you

improve your abilities in all arenas of writinggtbetter chance you have of sustaining a

long and profitable writing career.

As the famous saying goes, the definition of insaisito keep doing the same thing and

expecting a different result. So, what's the pofritontinuing a course of action - in our

case, to keep writing in the same arena - wherealosuccess is forthcoming?

Why not try something else every now and thennly ¢or fun?

A professional sportsperson will train in any afigphysical disciplines to improve

his/her overall fithess. So should you. Try nemgsi, strengthen those mental muscles,

because the investment is in you and your caraed in your overall fithess as a writer.

Plus, you never know how much fun you'll have altregway!

Take my experience in writing for the stage as>an®le.

I've never really considered myself a playwright, bloe funny thing is, whenever |
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experience a lull in my writing career, writing fitre stage, and working on stage

productions, is always there to drag me back imeowriting game.

For two main reasons | think. One, writing a plagsin't take very long. A month tops
usually. Two, there are always local groups desplréooking for new plays. Even in
London (UK), when I lived there, it was never h&wdind literally hundreds of theater
groups looking for new plays. | even put on a ceuplyself - actors too are easy to find
and the majority are willing to work for no paysjuo get the experience and the

exposure.

| guess one of the reasons why plays are easgatperformed is that most writers are
going for gold - the glamour of the bestseller, ghtz of Hollywood - and tend to
overlook opportunities in their own backyard. Whistsilly really - you're much more
likely to be taken seriously as a career writgoifi're seen to be writing - in whatever

discipline.

But the really great part about working with a tiee@ompany - amateur or professional -

is the camaraderie involved in working with reabple, and creative people at that. Not

to mention the fun to be had at rehearsals, opengig and at the backstage parties!

Also, you can never tell where it might lead.
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Once, during a particularly challenging time for,méen | was desperate to get
something, anything published, | was working hancaaaumber of projects. | was
submitting a novel, a couple of film scripts, tryiarticles and writing 5000 word short
stories at the rate of one a week. It was partigukeard because | had no income and a

baby on the way.

By chance a friend of mine was working on the mifmia theater director called Ann
Massey at the Southwark Playhouse. He mentionetktthe director was looking for a
new play. Screwing up my courage, | called herafetusing the telephone normally) and
asked if she'd like to read something of mine. &fé okay and | posted her an old play

I'd written a couple of years previously.

| met with the director about a week later andsdid that although she didn't want to put
on the play, she liked my writing and did | havgthimg else? Oops, | thought, what

now?

| thought quickly. At the time | was reading "Lesfents Terribles" by Jean Cocteau and
just happened to have a copy in my pocket. | putledt, showed it to her, explained a
little of the plot, and said | was working on agaaversion of it (okay, it was a little white

lie). She said she'd be interested in seeing thighted play. D'oh!
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Well, I went home and four days later I'd writtefirat draft. | liked it but realized it was
far from perfect. | showed it to Ann anyway and #@ught it was good enough to begin
using as a basis for her next stage productionwAll and good you're thinking, but

things didn't turn out quite the way | expected...

The Southwark Playhouse included a mention of my play, with my name, in their
upcoming productions program. Oddly enough thig@am was seen by an old film
director I'd worked with when she was at film sch&he called me to say, "l saw your
name - you're doing some play? Well, seeing asegatill writing, | wondered if you'd be
interested in working on a script with me for ag&t series to be aired on Channel
Four?" |, of course, agreed immediately and thepfduction went ahead, even though

the play never got off the ground!

So you see, it's worth diversifying sometimes. Yust never know what may happen.

"The beautiful part of writing is that you don'tVeato get it

right the first time, unlike, say, a brain surgebRobert Cormier
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Don't Limit Your Genre - Diversify to Survive!

Around five years ago | discovered Graham Mastetttwrites the kind of horror that
takes you by the lapels and throws you againsta@ikeafter another. He makes Stephen

King look tame.

At the time, | devoured all the books | could lay hands onManitou, Prey and Death
Trancewere my favorites. | even started to look outdbort story compilations where
his entries were always startling and clever. Tdieoes of his stories had nothing but

overwhelming praise for his work.

To date he has written 35 horror novels, not athei brilliant but all highly readable.

But around 2002, he seemed to disappear from boelkess. Odd, | thought. | looked up
his website where he apologized for the lack oflalaity of his books. He said then that
he was having difficulty finding publishers andtth@ost of his books were

inexplicably out of print!

Now, we're talking about a guy who's sold milliamisooks and had movies made from

them. If he couldn't get published, then who could?
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Then, | saw his name again in the local supermarkete down the book but - gasp - it
wasn't horror. It was a sweeping saga called Riduess what they call Fam Gen in the
trade: a Generational Family Saga. | wasn't so ndisdppointed as confused. Why this

change of direction?

Read between the lines of his current website laadnplication is clear. That around
2002, the market fell out of horror. Masterton bémhterrorism and people's desire to
escape into Fantasy. So, faced with a lack of ddnf@rhis work, what did he do?

Simple, switch genre.

To be fair, in his mind, it wasn't exactly like thas he says himself:

"Anything that you create can always be betterdts one of the reasons | like
to write in different genres. The scene and chamadiuilding that I learned from writing
Rich and Railroad was invaluable in writing horrsiories - as were the action
sequences and the interlinking of disparate plog¢dds that | learned from writing
thrillers. | have never thought of myself as a ganriter and if it hadn't have been for
the simple economic fact of having to make a liangd therefore having to develop a
name in a particular field (i.e. horror) | probabiyould have written a totally different

novel every time."
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Now, his star is returning. He has written booksctuldren and some non-fiction
bestsellers. Altogether he has written over 10kbe@and he describes himself as lazy -

though he tries to write for four hours a day.

To me, Graham Masterton represents the perfect madéer. He's committed and
capable in whatever he does and, even if publisirerseluctant to publish his work, he

never gives up - doesn't even consider it an option

Genre switching is more common than you may reali¢e all know that Mr King writes
Fantasy as well as Horror. lain M Banks writes spajgera fantasy as well as his more
literary works - interestingly enabling him to haveo separate publishers. James
Patterson, famous for his psycho-thriller novels fecently branched into YA Children's
Fiction. Jennifer Rowe, the children's author, aisite adult Mysteries. Wilbur Smith

writes historical and contemporary fiction. | cogjd on.

In fact, it's probably more bizarre that more wstdon't do it. | suspect that they do but,
as Masterton points out, the economic realitiethefpublishing world tend to force

writers to typecast themselves - and ‘instituticmeatheir names in the marketplace.

Patricia Cornwell says she wrote three novelgegicted, befor®ostmortenwas

published, when she fully developed the Kaye Sdtapbaracter. This again illustrates
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the tenacity of a determined author - one who IBngito change, to accept criticism and

keep coming back with new and better material.

So, if you've ever wondered about what you do, wbatwrite about, and how you might

improve your chances of publication, you might ¢desswitching genres every now and

then, to see how you fare.

And, of course, help is always at hand with theyB&ay to Write to guide you.

Good luck, whichever path you choose.

"The first step is to find out what you love - alwh't be
practical about it. The second step is to staringoivhat you love
immediately, in any small way possible. I've sebatappens to

people when they get to do what they love. Théy lig. They

glow. They have a kind of energy that's wondertBéfbara Sher
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Q&A - Advice from the Front

Since | started this series, I've received lotguastions from writers about fiction, how it
works and how writers can improve their grasp oitlitanks for that. I'm very glad you

appreciate my expertise and opinion.

Here's a few examples (I haven't asked permissan the people who asked these

guestions, so | haven't named them, just in casgdliobject).

Dear Rob,
Sometimes | think modern writers suck. | mean, ‘whia¢ point of writing for the market

when you can't write like the greatBK

Dear BK,

To me, there's nothing wrong with writing for tharket. As you know, | encourage it -
because that's how you get to make a living astanvAnd after all, it's what all the
'greats’ did in their time - and it's one of thas@ns why they endured - they were popular

at the time, too.

Shakespeare, Dickens, Austen, Thackeray, ConradBribntes, Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy,

Mark Twain, Poe, Henry Miller, Joyce, Plath, Hemiray, Fitzgerald - they were all
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commercially successful. Maybe not rich - but thh&cause it's only now the world
understands the importance of copyright and intelkd property, and rewards writers in

a way that has never really happened before.

Plus, I can think of hundreds of great writers #a&t writing today - and some of them are

much better writers than the ‘greats’.

You have to remember that writing has changed nipéiecause the average reader has
become more sophisticated. The long descriptiomddofre no longer necessary or even
acceptable. Nowadays we know a lot more about stmw tell, point of view and the

need for clarity.

If you study the 'greats' and their letters andiesa you'll discover that they struggled
with how best to tell stories. They were experinrenand learning from each other. This
was an ongoing process and one that is still hapgeaday. The difference now is that
we can learn the skills the greats spent theislivening - and move on to create even

more powerful fiction.

Don't be afraid of being commercial. Being a greater doesn't mean you have to write
loads of dense text that no-one wants to readfréiar it. It's the stories that matter, it's

well told stories that endure.
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Hi Rob,
Can | use real places in my stories? With realeftreames? What if | use a fake town -

isn't that lying to the readermC

Hi MC,
It's fine to use real towns in fiction - and otlneal places. Even real companies, products
and real people. Lots of authors do it. Plus yoall@ved to make things up and have

them interact with your fictional world too.

The only proviso is that you don't offend any parso company /shop /business when
you do it. If you do, you are liable to being su¥du don't want that because publishers
now have a little clause in publishing contracts gays they are not liable for being sued

- you, the author, are - personally liable. Yikes.

| can't think of many authors that would risk offiémy, say, a Hollywood celebrity -

imagine how many millions they might sue you for!

An author | know once wanted to set a story innadias cafe and wrote to them to ask
permission to use their name in his book. He reszkarvery nasty letter from their

lawyers, threatening to sue if he even thought aitbli wasn't the mention of their name

O Rob Parnell WWW.easywaytowrite.com




Writing 4 Life Page 15 of 47

they objected to - it was the risk people mighbagse the fate of his characters with

drinking their beverages! So, you do have to carafud mindful of these things.

BTW: Fiction is not lying - it's just fiction, whitis by definition, invention.

Dear Rob,

What's 'gray dialogue'? | keep hearing people &but it but | don't know what it iSF

Hi JF,
'Gray dialogue' seems to be a term that meangetifféhings to whoever is using it. But

basically it's dialogue that is flat, lifeless gmethaps unbelievable.

Dialogue is tricky in fiction because it has to sdueal without sounding like it does in
real life. The best way to do this is not to ussatjiue that doesn't directly advance the

story. Think in terms of movies - and study thdafjae used in them.

Dear Rob,

What's ‘writer's voice'? And how can | get my owh?

Dear M,

A writer's voice is something that is unique toaatigular author - a way of phrasing and
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relating thoughts and events that comes with tpnagtice and experience.

The more you write the stronger it gets. You ctmite it. You have to let it grow as you

write. Sometimes you don't even know what it isrgelf - until others say you've got it!

BTW: Author's Voice is different - it's where theaitg@r intrudes on the text to the extent

that it is annoying to the reader.

"People say that life is the thing, but | prefeadéng.”

Logan Pearsall Smith
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The Submitting Game

I'm excited. I'm about to start submitting my latesvel to publishers.

It's got me thinking though. | know, like most anith, that I'm about to suffer a bout of

serial rejection - | know because it goes withttretory. It's in the job description.

It doesn't matter how much you've had publishethénpast. It's always a new game. As

they say in Hollywood, you're only as good as WHEIXT project.

Of course rejection hurts. It seems personal etnery. But after a while, because
submitting is something | do all the time, it be@mthe norm. The postman comes and |
rush to get the letters, half expecting those teyes, But that's okay. I've gotten used to

it.

As | read in a book somewhere recently, the whaldighing industry, from the
receptionist up to the CEO is trained to say ‘mst.fThat's the reality. They say 'no’

without thinking. They say 'no' in their sleep. Buiit? No way! That's for losers.

To me, writing is not something you quit. It's likaying: "Had enough of life, so | quit

breathing.” It's a non-sequitur - it does not fallo
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But receiving a million rejections leads you to @heught: What do they want? It's not as
if writers don't think about this stuff. We try bard to give them what we think they'll
want and - guess what - we're apparently wrong wioste time. | have half a dozen
manuscripts that I think would set the world or fiGet Oprah talking. But do publishers

respond?

Yeah right.

So, I've been thinking. We all know that we - agon and me - get rejected, but that a
celebrity can vomit on to their shopping list ared iy published. This is the world we live
in. | sometimes wonder what a celebrity's submis&oks like."Hey, publishing mogul.
I'm famous. My name means cash. Publish my botdeblike a schmuch!”

It seems so unfair. We try so hard to impress.

So, what do we have to do? Publicity stunts? HRgoBople? Maybe.

| was looking at a publishing site the other dag aaticed that the publisher had chosen
to report the degrees their writers had - asdictilously, the writers were more
‘qualified’ to write than people without degreesiggl logic but then | thought, why not

give myself a degree, if that's what they're impeelsby?
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To go further. why not invent my celebrity? Why mpte myself a completely fake
persona? One that will make them read my manuseriptwondrous eyes? And then |
thought,Why has getting published led me down this road$ &vin | thinking these

things?

Because getting published is so absurdly hard!

| write well. | know that. You probably feel thersa way. | guess we're lucky nowadays
that we have the Net. We can give voice to ourghtsiin a way that wasn't possible to

previous generations. But is that enough? Is tiafame and respect we want?

Maybe. Andy Warhol once saitin the future, everyone will be famous for fifteen
minutes."This was, given the proliferation of reality TVdathe entire nature of the

media, extraordinarily prophetic. But I think heaneit as a good thing, not a curse.

But I'm not so sure. Fame is useful. If only aed to sell your wares. Or impress

publishers. But do we have to do this? Do we rdadlye to play this game with the

media to get ourselves noticed and taken seriously?

Perhaps. But it would be nice to think we couldlmyejust on the strength of our writing,
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wouldn't it?

Anyway. Excuse the rant. | will submit my noveladwundred and one publishers - the
average for a subsequent bestseller - and crossg/dihgers, toes and any other

extremity | have to spare.

You just never know, do you?

"A writer is a person for whom writing is more difflt than it is

for other people. Thomas Mann
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Do You Suffer from THS?

Have you ever noticed how you, as a writer, se€2daov one heady moment you know
you're brilliant and then, later, with just as mutdrity, you know what you do is awful.

It's the writer's curse.

I've noticed this happens at certain times in théng process. When the ideas are fresh
and you're starting out on a project, the adreeasrflowing, the words are spewing on to

the page - everything seems so clear, so clevgQso

And then after, when you look back, the words sdeih) the structure contrived and the

talent - well, non-existent. But then... latecan seem smooth and inspired again... and

then, even later... dire.

Hold up! What's happening here?

| call it The Hydra Syndrome or, for short, THS.Wimay remember that the Hydra was a

mythological creature with many heads - and eank tne was cut off, another sprouted

in its place.

And the trouble with being a writer is that we toeve many heads. Some are kind and
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benevolent, some are harsh and critical. And isdbenatter how often we try to quash
one head's opinion of what we do, there's alwagshan that will have the alternate point

of view.

It depends on our moods | think. When we're hapuyanfident, our words seem to fire
all the right neurons on the brain, the synaptjsgare bridged with ease. There's more

than just the words in our writing - there's a vehaiorld of meaning implicit.

But then sometimes when we're tired and listlegspeains are foggy and the words

seem empty, unable to quite convey the richnessawted to invoke.

At other times, we feel nothing. We see the woattsnihat they are - just words: pale

shadows of reality with no depth, no power, no nirggan

Whenever I'm suffering from a bout of THS, | hasegemind myself that, when reading
through a different head, | thought my writing vis®. But then I think, am | deluding
myself? Maybe the bad head that hates my writingagrue head? Maybe the happy

head is a liar and is secretly chuckling behindbagk... oh, the woes of writing!

The other day was a good example.
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I'd just finished editing (for about the twenti¢iime) the first 9500 words of my new
novel, intending it for submission. | was prettyrdaroud of what I'd done. As well as
the words being perfect (or so | thought) thererssbalso a profound depth of hidden
meaning, subtle interconnectivity and the odd alensance that would have my readers

in awe, enrapt... and yet...

| gave it to Robyn, my partner, to read. As shesdidl waited, butterflies threatening to

burst out of my stomach like the alien in, um, Alie

At least she read the whole thing in one sittingas dreading that she'd put it down and

say, "I'll read the rest tomorrow." That would hdnet. Big time.

Anyway. At the end she said, "Yeah, it's excelleBtt, of course, because she didn't say

it's brilliant, | was disappointed.

"What's wrong with it?" | cried.

"Nothing. It's really good." Really good? What'attsupposed to mean? She must hate it!

Tentatively, | ask, "Anything that might need figiP'
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"Well, there's a couple of typos." Typos! Gah eafiventy passes! How could that be?

"Nothing major," she added.

"And?"

"Well..." Here it comes, | thought. "You've gotauple of point of view issues. You tell
the story from one guy's point of view in one cleaaind | think you should do it from the

hero's."

| slumped. Reality check. Thanks, Robyn.

She was right of course. | have to go back and.fBut now I'm thinking my 9500
words are heavily flawed, and will remain so, uhw dealt with the problem. Now |
wouldn't show my submission to another soul becélsséreadful, awful, until I've

rewritten at least two large chunks of it. But theraybe then, it will be perfect! Yay!

And to think, | used to wonder why my mother thouidtat writing was a silly way to

make a living. Maybe she was right. | can findeatst one of my Hydra heads that would

rush to agree with her.

But I think the real point is that we need to biéical of our writing - at least some of the
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time. If we thought that what we did was alwaydliant, we'd lose objectivity and we

wouldn't want to improve, wouldn't know how to imope even.

Being hard on our writing sometimes is what makebetter writers.

But at those other, special times, loving what wesdwhat keeps us doing it!

"The true function of a writer is to produce a naptece and no

other task is of any consequencgytil Connolly
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The Realities of Promotion

It's been a busy week and things show no signttfideup.

We did a book launch today complete with the Mayfathe local council, two hundred
plus people and a pony. Photographers from theaneelie there too - but not by

accident.

We'd sent out press releases and invitations all the country to make sure it was a
success. You have to do it yourself nowadays becdnespublisher ain't gonna do it for

you.

This is the third photo shoot we've had in the taghth and all of them are because of
the press releases we sent out. We decided a fethmback that just writing wasn't
enough. If we were going to get into the paperscaddn't wait for them to find us or be
impressed by what we do. No, we'd have to put dreseight under their noses. Guess

what? It seems to work.

| think the days are long gone when you get pulylicecause there are slow news days.
The fact is there are thousands of news itemsrstngainto the media every second of

every day. Newspapers, TV and many other mediaisutlon't bother to look any further
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than what comes across their desks - so it's irmpbthat we get ourselves and our

creations right there alongside all the other stuff

Self promotion sounds like such a horrible conceptnething slightly dirty | guess. But
really it's just another form of writing. We donitainly via email and by faxing news

desks. The hit rate is admittedly pretty low b good news is that it does work every
now and then, which is actually enough at the mdm@m not sure we could handle too
much more media interest in what we do - we wotlive time to do all the interviews

and the appearances for a start - without seriaugtyng into our writing time.

Self promotion need be nothing more than writin@ 2@rds on what you're doing or
planning to do in the future. Then shaping it istanething that sounds like news. Then,
calling it a Press Release and firing it out to rmgubople. What could be simpler than

that?

To give you a tip, I've found that writing a preskease and sending it to twenty contacts
at the same time doesn't work. I've spoken to Riplpavho agree that this scattergun

approach is not favored even by the biggest PR eorap.

No, much better is to target reviewers, journakistd editors one at a time. For some

reason probably to do with the way you persondheeinformation, you're much more
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likely to get a response - good or bad - if youttrgpeak to one person at a time. The
same is true for agents, even publishers. It my langer but at least you're not getting

lost with who might be getting back to you.

But you also have to be prepared. If you sendm#mail suggesting to a journalist you
might have something like a book release they wbelihterested in, get ready to answer
the phone and be there to give them more informdtimost often they will have an angle

in mind and want different information from the ftyou sent them.)

BTW: You don't always need an actual book. We'wmébthat MSS, even WORD files
can be enough to impress people with your ideategends on what you're trying to
achieve of course - an important component in &iayeg)y designed to generate publicity

or interest.

In theory you should have high quality photos afingelf to send over or digital copies of
your book covers etc. However if you don't, thell miost times send out their own

photographers.

The trick with this kind of self promotion is pestnce. But rather than let it become a
chore, make a little time every week to send diitla something. Also keep a note of

people’'s names in the media and research thenedwethto see the kinds of things
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they're interested in. Or, if you're feeling bragmail them or write them a letter. You'd
be surprised how nice and helpful even famous gecgoh be if you take the time to get
to know them - especially if you're respectful aodirteous - but not too humble and

fawning.

Whatever you do, don't hassle them. Ask for ad\daeg. Ask them for help even but
NEVER get sulky or angry if they can't or won'tfhnelust be nice, keep them in the loop

and carry on doing what you do. Patience pays off.

At the end of the day, it's about understanding boeative success works. Artistic
projects get off the ground nowadays because fqteaple are motivated into making
something work. A book will get published becausts bf people - from the CEO and
your editor down the salespeople and shop cledishtive to sell it are excited and want

to promote it on your behalf. This process staith you.

If you're genuine, motivated and willing to backwipat you do and say with positive
action and sincerity, then you will inspire otherdelieve in you and your work.

Success is achieved one step, even one persotina.a
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Once Upon a Time in Australia

Are you struggling to make ends meet? Do you hdweraing desire to make a living as
a writer but are stuck running the rat race, foravishing and hoping something would

happen to change your life?

That described me about eight years ago. | so daghewanted to be a full time writer
and had done all my life. I'd had success, surfewAbooks published, a couple of
screenplays sold and more articles and plays writtan | care to dwell over. But still the
dream eluded me. Between stints of blissful crégtiveality would come knocking at
the door and force me back into the temp markeingloffice work | abhorred with a

passion.

Now, | live a blissful life. We write, we travel,enget invited to speak, we buy toys, we
love our four boys (two kids, two dogs) and we tetie gift of writing to thousands of
students every day.

How did this happen? How did | get so lucky?

Simple. | made a decision.
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When everyone around me - my folks, my friends,woykmates - were saying | was
crazy and coming up with all sorts of reasons wslyduldn't - couldn't - write for a

living, I ignored them all and decided to follow rhgart.

For years before that I'd kept goal lists and abatythe top was: "Be a full time writer by
the year XXXX." And every time | updated the lidte year got further and further away.

It seemed like an impossible dream.

Then one day | was given the opportunity to go tsthalia. A light went on in my head
and | thought, "That could be good for my writin§6 | went. Sure enough, my writing

career blossomed.

But - and this is the big but - | don't believeviis the move that necessarily caused the
success. It was more to do with the fact of moviegvering ties, changing lifestyle,
altering perspective - that enabled me to seentlyathinking had been wrong for all the
years previous. Because, although I'd always wistved new career, that's what it
always was: a wish. Coming to Australia and expeiigy its 'have a go' mentality, |
suddenly realized that it wase my attitudes, that were the problem. Insteadishimg,

| had to take control. So | didn't just decide émtme a full time writer, | deliberately

made itimpossiblefor anything else to happen!
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Luckily, | was sacked from my then employer. Shegeeat about it. She signed my
leaving card with the commerit,know you've always wanted to be a writer and kvor
from your own home. Just think of me as the biticb made it happen!l'often think of

her as a savior of sorts - someone to thank atr@isea perhaps!

But anyway, the week after | lost my job, | conautthe Great Tie Burning Ceremony. |
know it was a silly thing to do - and must havekied pretty weird to anyone who was
watching - but burning all of my ties sent a perer@message to my subconscious: no

more 9 to 5, ever.

Then, | did anything and everything in my powentake money from writing. | spent
two years discovering every little trick in the lod o me, there was only one proviso: if

it was writing, then it was good.

But even then | probably wasn't prepared for whas ¥o happen. | was amazed at my
good fortune. It could have been that for the firsie in my life | was truly happy - doing

what | was meant to do - but things started workingreally well.

Within months | had a fabulous new car, a new ptadeve by the beach and I'd traveled
extensively to places I'd only ever read aboul thal while, writing to my heart's content

- on all kinds of things.
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Later, after finally having the time and the swadlibank balance to write three novels
straight, | began the Easy Way to Write, met myutiéd partner, Robyn, and together,

we have never looked back.

Except of course you do - look back | mean. It'sian nature. But when | do, | often
ponder over why | left it so long to make thatiadportant decision. If | regret anything,

it's not making it earlier!

An actor friend once said to nméf you have something to fall back on, you wiHléw

right she was. (She's now a famous movie director!)

So, if you have a dream, a desire, a need to chdogé just wish for it. Make it happen.

And start now. There's no time like the present!

"Whatever you can do, or dream you can, beginalpgBess has

genius, power and magic in itJlohann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Revealed - the ROAD MAP to Writing Success

There's no secret to success. As the saying goa®ss leaves clues. There is a map.

Ask anyone who believes they're successful andwhiehappily tell you about it - the
right moves they made, the deals they struck, wieatd hey may have worked hard, they

may have been lucky, they may have found a settbew own. It's individual.

What's clear is that there are as many ways torbecuccessful as there are people. This
is good news. It means that YOUR way may not ygel@me to pass. It just needs YOU

to do it.

Success in writing is often nebulous. Our friendd tamilies might only regard us as

successful if we get on the news or get a mentioWho's Who, but this is wrong.

A successful person is happy, is not hampered lat tiey can and can't do, and is to

some extent in control of their destiny.

How does this apply to writers? Well, a successfitier is a person who makes a living
from it, enjoys what they're producing and has saiea where they're going - and feels

capable of getting there.
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You don't need to be rich and famous to be suagkeasfa writer. You can be a good

writer - and successful because you don't have ngthing else to keep yourself afloat.

There are thousands, hundreds of thousands ofrsvtftat do this.

To constantly compare yourself to JK Rowling anahBaown and feel like you're a

failure is ridiculous - and yet writers do this #ie time!

Does a bricklayer worry because he hasn't beerddekaeate another Hadrian's wall?

Does your average engineer worry because they hanet a bridge as good as one of

Brunel's? Does a doctor feel a failure becausenog'Sir Hans Christian Barnard?

Perhaps.

To become a successful writer you need to traxeR®AD. And, in this case, ROAD

means.

Read, Observe, Acquire (skills) and Do.

R.O.A.D. Geddit?
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Writing is about talent sometimes but most tim&sabout learning the craft. Reading
books and observing people and events will getaytmng way into the mindset of a
writer. Then, acquiring the skills necessary toymur thoughts on paper is the lifelong
task. Knowing grammar, correct punctuation, stglistements and developing simple
communication skills may be something you learrgchiool. But if you want to write for

a living, you need to continue that education.

Especially if you want to dedicate your writingdarticular areas - be it fiction, non-

fiction, article writing or whatever. You need tiudy those areas to familiarize yourself

with the territory and know how to compete.

And what about the map | mentioned? MAP is an agrowhich stands for:

Motivation, Application and Persistence.

This map will get you wherever you want to go, vevatr your goal.

During the motivation phase you need to come up leiis of reasons why you want to

succeed at a particular task. Motivation is notadh You can't wait around for it to

strike. You can't buy it at the 7-11. It's a forgi¢hin that is waiting to be unleashed. You
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have to know what you truly want. You need to thafdout it and latch on to that special
something that makes you excited, gives you peohdinue, get you up in the morning

with a fire in your heart.

Too many of us ignore the spark - the thing thditwake us special - in favor of the

mundane, the workaday, the 9 to 5. Find your spalar spirit enclosed, and free it.

Application is what you do - your efforts, your satieyour dedication.

Here's a clue. Every day, make a list of five tBiggu need to do to achieve your goals.
Then pick the one that will give you the most pleasthe one that will fill your wings

and help you soar. That's application.

Persistence? It speaks for itself. Once you knowrgagyood at what you do - and that
means learning the skills and requirements of gbosen field - you have to keep going.
Many writers stop or get disheartened too earligreethey really know whether they

can be successful. Mistake.

You have to believe in what you do. If you donduyneed to return to the motivation
stage and work out what it is that you want. Yon'tcillow the MAP otherwise.

Persistence only works if you believe what youwand is right.
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Rejection and lack of interest will kill you if yadon't believe in yourself and your work.
The good news is that if you do believe in what gouand persist, that puts you in the

top 1% of creative talent. Your work and enthusiagthcarry you forward and onward.

So remember. You may not have The Secret. But gyduade the ROAD MAP!

"Writers will happen in the best of families.”

Rita Mae Brown
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Doing the Write Thing

It's often been stated that writers write to find what they think about things. To make
some sort of order out of chaos. To clarify theaws on life, morals, emotional pain,
whatever. What's curious is that this process se®mnenly to have a healing effect, it
generally makes us realize that we don't feel cqaststrongly about something as we

thought we did. Writing has a way of objectifyirgetissues.

For example, we may feel anger and resentment tsasmperson who has hurt us.
Writing about it can often help us see the othes@@s point of view, thereby making is

easier to deal with the pain.

Quite often | find | didn't know | had a particulapinion about something until I'm
writing about it. Writing helps me organize my tighis, helps me clarify where | stand,

often to the point of finding common ground betwseemingly disparate standpoints.
| think this is good because it means that writetsatever their personal prejudices, can
generally present points of view that are reas@abtl morally sound. In fact, | would

argue that writers have a duty to do this.

When you look at the history of mankind, with itans and political disasters, you can
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usually trace terrible events back to a misguidedeof writing - produced either by

fanatics, political zealots or people who shouldenlanow better.

"Malleus Maleficarum; The Witch's Hammer, was first published in 1486,at could

be argued, led to the death of around nine miltieaple, persecuted by the Catholic
Church during the Inquisition. It's also been adhti&t"Mein Kampf'and some of
Nietzsche's writings led indirectly to the two dgrears of the last century. And God only

knows how many people have perished in defense oéked 'holy' books.

| believe writers have a responsibility to be ratiband circumspect in their writing, to
uphold certain values and societal mores. Theyldhgitive to be calm and objective at
all times. The last thing writers want is for thetords to be taken out of context and

misinterpreted and worse, used to justify any kihdiolence against another person.

Writers should be the good guys.

"Sit down and put down everything that comes iotar ynead and
then you're a writer. But an author is one who qaage his own

stuff's worth, without pity, and destroy most of 8idonie Gabrielle
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11 Good Reasons for Wanting Writing Success

As a way of rounding off this series of articlehdught I'd outline the perks associated

with living the writer's life. Some of them are atws but others less so.

1. You Get Your Name in Print

Obvious. The career writer knows that many peopénd their entire lives trying to get
to this, stage one, of the writer's life. But atifyafter a while, you take it for granted.
It's what you slave for, yes, it's what you want, Imore, what you really want is your

writing in print.

Having your words in print is like an endorsemeintvbo you are. You matter. And that

feels good.

2. You Get Recognition

There are two aspects of this. One, you get pemgptang up to you in the supermarket
who know your name - which is kind of weird thestitime it happens - actually every
time it happens because it's easy to forget yéarmeus, especially if you're not very

famous!
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Two, you go places or call people and they sayaty @ know you," and it takes you by
surprise. It's like having a flag bearing messemngening ahead of you, breathlessly
telling people you're coming - and you're some sbdignatory, so they'd better listen to

you!

3. You Get Respect

You come up with an idea and you write it down,ds#mout and you are taken seriously.
This in itself is wonderful. Of course you stilltgejections but when you've had a little
success, people listen for longer, they considar idea, they let you pitch it and don't
treat you with contempt. They're considering theaidather than your credibility - which

is the position you've always wanted to be in.

4. You Get Royalties

Those checks come in and of course, it's nevergimddkay, so you don't have to go

back to real work but, consider this:

Rich artists will attest that, the bigger the royaheck, the less it's about you.

A certain responsibility comes with success. Yonweonly doing what you do for
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yourself. There's all the administrators, markepegple and retailers that are relying on

your creativity to pay their wages to consider.sRhe duty of integrity you owe to your

readers.

Scary thoughts - especially if you only went irtte game for yourself.

5. You Get to Sleep In

Can't beat it with a stick.

We all get those times when you wake up and dealtlike facing the world. When

you're a successful writer - as in that you ged pai what you do - it's okay to indulge

those feelings once in a while. Ah, bliss.

6. You've Got No Boundaries

Following on from the last point, you get to defyar own priorities. You get to plan

your week, your year, your life.

If you want to spend a couple of months workingaamovel, you can. If you want to

develop a project idea, you can. If you want tondthing for a couple of days, you can.
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Of course, there's always the commercial consideraYou have to be sure that some

money will come from your ideas eventually - in th&ure or in the short term - but

whether and when you work on them, well, that'srymcision, your call.

Nice work if you can get it, as they say.

7. You Get to Speak

People want you to talk, to come to their venuabssay something. This is very

flattering, especially if they say they don't cateat you talk about, as long as you're

there.

You get to talk about yourself and answer questibag assume only you know the

answer to. It's nice to get those opportunitiesabse it's like, what else was | going to

do?

And you're going to pay me too? Cool.

8. You Get Presents

It's something that goes back to the beginningnoé t People give gifts to those they like
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or revere. It's a show of respect. It can be ve&grching, especially when it's unexpected,

which is pretty much all of the time!

9. You Get Fans

It's weird when people quote your own lines backoat, especially when you hadn't

thought those particular lines were important.

You get people that tell you they've been followyrmgir career, that they have read
everything you've written, that they are your numirge fan. You want to connect with
them because they are so obviously connected tbybil's hard because you don't know
them at all. You smile, you say nice things and ljope you won't let them down.

It's harder because you're thinking, "Thank you,l'oujust me!"

10. You Get Holidays

At last, a perk that is serious fun, even if it sldehappen too often! People assume that

you're living one long holiday, so why would youedeio go away? Uh, well, it doesn't

quite work like that.

Just because you're doing something towards yoaercaveryday doesn't mean you don't
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feel the need to get away sometimes.

The best thing is, within reason and prior committegyou can just go, whenever and

wherever you like. But of course, you'll usuallydian excuse to make it work related

too! Because:

11. You Get To Claim It All Against Tax

If you're an artist, an actor or a writer, theg @&ssumed you're like that 24/7. Everything

you think and feel is about your work. Everythirauydo is about your work. Therefore,

everything you do - and buy - is, at least in tlyetax deductible. Yowzah.

Conclusion

| hope all of the above reasons will inspire yoyptosue the writer's life.

If you're ever in any doubt as to your abilitiectompete, take a good look at the people

you regard as rich and successful. What have tbethgt you haven't?

Talent? Good looks? Luck?
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Nabh, it's all about commitment - and the couragecieve.

Whatever you do,

Keep writing!

Rob@easywaytowrite.com

Creating Better Writers

http://easywaytowrite.com

"The literary-type writers, | admire them. | wiskwhs smart

enough to write a book that's hard to read, youk?bJerry Jenkins
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